
How to Set Up Your Library to Download MARC Records

Recording accurate details for new acquisitions and existing items has never been easier. Use the Download
New Items feature to ensure the most recent and accurate information is recorded. This feature will be a
huge time saver for Cataloguers and Librarians alike. 

What is Z39.50?

Z39.50 is a network protocol that provides access to information systems. It was originally developed to
meet the needs of libraries to integrate their online catalogue systems. It has since been adopted by various
other domains, and it remains arguably the most flexible, versatile and efficient information retrieval method
around. It is readily available to the public and the specification can be downloaded freely from the net.

Set Up The Internet Libraries Servers

The first step is to set up the list of Internet Servers. From the main Library menu, click the Maintenance icon.
The next screen that appears will list the Tables that you can set up on the right side. 

C lick the IS (Internet Servers Table) icon to set up server information. On this screen you will see a list of
any servers already set up. You may want to consult with your IT Department for assistance. It is essential
that the server and address be correct or you will not be able to retrieve information from the Internet. Once
set up, you will select from this list when using the download feature. Below is an example showing the
Library Of Congress setup:

To add an Internet Server, click Add, fill in the appropriate information, and then click Save & Go Back to
complete the new Internet Server entry. You may need to talk to your IT department to obtain some of this
information.

To edit an Internet Server, click the underline link in the # column. In this example, you would click 1 to edit
Library Of Congress. Except for the title, the edit and add screens will look the same. 

To remove an Internet Server, click the checkbox in the Delete column, and then click the Delete button.

C lick Save or Save & Go Back to record the changes. Save will keep the current page open; Save & Go Back
will return you to the Internet Servers Table. 
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Downloading MARC Record Items

Once you have set up the Internet Servers, you're ready to start downloading MARC Records.

1. First, click the Download New Items (Z39.50) icon under Maintenance.

2. If not selected, click Z3950 as the Protocol.

3. Select a server from the Servers drop-down list. This is the list that you set up under Tables, Internet
Servers. In this example we have chosen Library Of Congress.

4. Search for the item you wish to download by selecting a Criterion from the drop-down list and
entering information in the Search box. Here we've chosen to search for an item called "Full Of Life",
by the author John Fante.

4. When you have located the item, in the Title column, click the checkbox beside the item that you
want and click the Import button at the bottom of the page (you may have to scroll down to see this
button depending on the number of results). In this example, we checked the item "Full Of Life". 
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5. The item's information will be imported automatically into your database, and the next available
barcode, in order, will be assigned.

Web Services 

In general, using the Web Services feature, you can actually use your Internet browser to request info about
items, i.e., the same as entering an address in the URL box of the browser (with additional parameters).
Sufficient security permissions are needed to create new Servers. 

1. First, click the Download New Items (Z39.50) icon under Maintenance.

2. If not selected, click Web Service as the Protocol.

3. The SRW Mode options will be enabled. Select SRU or SRW. SRU (Search/Retrieve via URL) is a
standard search protocol for Internet search queries, utilizing CQL (Common Query Language), a
standard query syntax for representing queries. SRW (Search/Retrieve Web Service) is a
companion protocol to SRU. The Library of Congress serves as the maintenance agency for these
standards.

4. Select a server from the Servers drop-down list. This is the list that you set up under Tables, Internet
Servers. In this example we have chosen Library Of Congress.

5. Search for the item you wish to download by selecting a Criterion from the drop-down list and
entering information in the Search box. Here we've chosen to search for an item called "Full Of Life",
by the author John Fante.
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6. When you have located the item, in the Title column, click the checkbox beside the item that you
want and click the Import button at the bottom of the page (you may have to scroll down to see this
button depending on the number of results). In this example, we checked the item "Full Of Life". 

7. The item's information will be imported automatically into your database, and the next available
barcode, in order, will be assigned.

Would you like to find MARC Records in a location other than the Library
Of Congress?

See the list of Canadian sites where you can download records below. Please note that some of this
information may not have been up-to-date.

Québec specific Z39.50 hosts.
Extensive list of sites, both Canadian and International, where you can download MARC Records. 

Canadian Download Sites
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http://crepuq.qc.ca/documents/bibl/z3950/bibz3950.htm
http://staff.library.mun.ca/staff/toolbox/z3950hosts.htm
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